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Help Me Help You  
Questions or comments?  

Email Kathy Smith at kasmith@mississippi.edu .  
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Fun Facts 
Can you think of fun ways to incorporate these interesting facts into 

your tutoring sessions?  

 

DID YOU KNOW?  

December is...  

 

¶ Bingo Month  

¶ Write a Friend Month  

 

 

December, 2016 Daily Holidays, Special and Wacky 

Days:  

 

1  Eat a Red Apple Day  

1 World Aids Awareness Day  

2 National Fritters Day  

3 National Roof over Your Head Day  

4 Santa's' List Day  -  we hope you are on the "Nice" list  

4 Wear Brown Shoes Day  

6 St. Nicholas Day  

6  Mitten Tree Day  

6 Put on your own Shoes Day  

7 International Civil Aviation Day  

7 Letter Writing Day  

7 National Cotton Candy Day  -  would you 

like some fairy floss?  

7 Pearl Harbor Day  

8 National Brownie Day  

8 Take it in the Ear Day  

9 Christmas Card Day  

9 National Pastry Day  

10  Human Rights Day  

11  International Children's Day  -  Second 

Sunday in December  

11  National Noodle Ring Day  

12  Poinsettia Day       

13  Violin Day  

14  International Monkey Day  

14  National Bouillabaisse Day  

14  Roast Chestnuts Day  

15  Bill of Rights Day  

15  National Lemon Cupcake Day  

16  National Chocolate Covered Anything Day  

17  National Maple Syrup Day  

18  Bake Cookies Day  

18  National Roast Suckling Pig Day  

19  Look for an Evergreen Day  

19  Oatmeal Muffin Day  

20  Go Caroling Day  

21  Crossword Puzzle Day  

21  Forefather's Day  

21  Humbug Day  

21  Look on the Bright Side Day  

21  National Flashlight Day  

21  Winter Solstice  -  the shortest day of 

the year.  

22  National Date Nut Bread Day   

23  Festivus  -  for the rest of us  

23  Roots Day  

24  Chanukah  -  date varies  

24  National Chocolate Day  

24  National Egg Nog Day  

25  Christmas Day  

25  National Pumpkin Pie Day   

26  Boxing Day  

27  Make Cut Out Snowflakes Day  

27  National Fruitcake Day  

28  Card Playing Day  

29  Pepper Pot Day  

30  Bacon Day  

30 National Bicarbonate of Soda Day  

31  Make Up Your Mind Day  

31  New Year's Eve  

 

 
Holiday information provided by http://www.holidayinsights.com/.  

Literacy Calendar  

Reading and literacy celebrations listed by month  

 

K12 Reader  

Browse worksheets by subject, skill, and grade level  

Access grade - level spelling activities  

 

K5 Learning  

Vocabulary worksheets  

Grammar worksheets  

 

December Spotlight 
 

Education.com  

Browse free worksheets by grade level and skill  

Free online reading games for students  

Fun reading and writing activities  

Upcoming Events  

Tutor Time Out  

Resources Roundup 
Check out the websites below for some 

great lessons, games, and activities to 

use during your tutoring sessions. You 

can adapt some of these activities to 

the materials you already have so you 

will not have to print them. Be crea-

tive!  

Fun Holiday Writing Prompts  

* Whatôs one thing you did last year during the holidays 

you hope to do again this year?  

* What is your favorite part about winter break?  

* What will you miss most about school when youôre on 

winter break?  

* If you could wish for just one thing this holiday season, 

what would it be?  

* What is the best gift youôve ever gotten and why? 

* What is your favorite holiday food?  

* Who is the one person you hope to spend time with during the winter break?  

* What would you do if Christmas/Hanukah/Kwanza was canceled this year?  

* What would you do if you saw Santa Clause in your living room?  

* Would you like to have a pet reindeer? Why or why not?  

* What is your favorite holiday song?  

* If you won the lottery, what would you buy for your mom or dad?  

* Write a letter to a toy company about a defective toy you got. Donôt forget 

to tell the company what is wrong with the toy and what you want in return.  

 

From http://teaching.monster.com/  

Prohibited Activities of the Month  
While charging time to the AmeriCorps program, accumulating service or training 

hours, or otherwise performing activities supported by the AmeriCorps program or 

CNCS, staff and members may not engage in the following activities:  

§ LƳǇŀƛǊƛƴƎ ŜȄƛǎǝƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƻǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝǾŜ ōŀǊƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎΤ 
§ 9ƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǝǎŀƴ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴƅǳŜƴŎŜ 
ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŶŎŜΤ 

§ tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴΣ ƻǊ ŜƴŘƻǊǎƛƴƎΣ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀŘǾƻπ
ŎŀŎȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǊ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǝŜǎΣ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳǎΣ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΣ ǇǊƻπ
ǇƻǎŜŘ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝƻƴΣ ƻǊ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻŶŎƛŀƭǎΦ 

America Reads -Mississippi  

is making a  

DIFFERENCE!  

Make a Difference 

Day 2016 

ARM service demands high energy, multi -

tasking, planning ahead, and being self -

motivating! Thatôs why we selected YOU!  ARM 

service also demands dedication, dependability, 

and focused and quality reading tutoring to 

meet student needs.  BUT, ARM service is as 

importantly about member development and 

getting the most out of the service year.  In many the previous statement is 

the key to the first two being realized in an effective and productive way.  So, I 

want to ask you to focus a moment on WHY YOU ENJOY READING  and HOW 

YOU CAN USE THOSE REASONS TO ENCOURAGE AND MOTIVATE YOUR 
STUDENTS !   Answer the following questions:  

¶ What was the last book you read for your enjoyment?  

¶ Was this book about a person, teaching a skill/hobby, or telling a story?  

¶ What do you enjoy most about reading?  

¶ What was the last book you read to a child other than your tutored stu-

dents?  

¶ What has been one of your tutored studentsô favorite books for you to read 

to them?  

¶ How can ARM assist you with balancing effectively tutoring students with 

content while weaving in fun and creative activities to grow studentôs love 

for reading and yours as well?  

Please copy/paste these questions into an email and send me your  

responses. rtaylor@mississippi.edu  

I canôt wait to read them! THANKS! 

-Ronjanett Taylor, State Program Director  
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